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Editorial

Natural calamities for backward
areas and vulnerable sections
causing further economic and

social inequalities

Every year on October 8, National Disaster
Awareness Day is observed. And we remember
those who died due to the earthquake of
October 8, 2005.

After this tragedy, laws and policies were made
to avoid the effects of disasters and institutions
were also brought into existence, which are
responsible for working at the federal, provincial
and district levels. Work is going well at the
federal level. Work is also going on at the
provincial level to some extent. But the situation
at the district level is very bleak, and there are
several reasons for this. The district level is the
administrative unit and is of utmost importance.
According to the law, federal, provincial and
district level plans are to be made for disaster
prevention and then these plans are to be
reviewed and renewed every year. A large part of
the country has been affected in the floods of

2022. Two districts of Punjab province, Dera
Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur, were severely
affected. There has been some relief work done
by civil society organizations, philanthropists
and the government. But the restoration works
could not be done here. These two districts are
already backward in many respects compared to
other districts of Punjab. Then, due to the flood
disaster, the social and economic inequality here
has increased. It would have been better if the
disaster plans for these two districts were

reviewed and renewed and money would be|.

allocated in the form of mini-budget for
rehabilitation works in these districts on an
emergency basis or at least it would be arranged
inthe annual budget. The condition of roads and
basic facilities here is very bad. It is requested
that the district and provincial government
should jointly complete this rehabilitation work
on a priority basis in which the federal
government would provide financial support,
reduce the suffering of the affected people and
arrange for the protection of life and property of
the people for the future. In which persons with
disabilities, women, children and very poor

families should be given special care.
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